Santiago High School 

HOME OF “SCHOLARS, ACHIEVERS AND CHAMPIONS”
Chemistry- Mr. Nogales   739-5600 ext.2816 Room K103
gnogales@cnusd.k12.ca.us 
Remind:81010/@shschem19
 
Dear Parent/Guardian

I am excited to have the opportunity to teach your child. My goal is to encourage an enthusiasm for Chemistry while preparing your son/daughter with critical thinking skills and proper lab techniques. Chemistry is a college-prep, laboratory-based science class. This is a one-year course. This course fulfills graduation requirements for college entrance requirements for laboratory science. You will see that this is an extremely challenging and demanding class that requires you to devote your time daily to the lessons. Please read through our class outline. 
============================================================================================

ONLINE REGISTRATION AND ASSIGNMENTS
· Canvas Registration: We will review in class
· Class website for all materials, assignment sheets, etc.  Information on how to access the website will be discussed during class.
TAKING NOTES- “Skeleton” Notes are on my website. Complete them during lecture. Work the sample problems in the provided spaces. Time will be provided in class. Cooperative learning will be encouraged similar to AVID tutorials. The Notes will need to be printed.
LABS- Labs are on the website and will need to be printed. 
=======================================================================================================
Course Objectives and Content:
The students will apply their understanding of scientific theories to laboratory experiments and projects to demonstrate higher level thinking.  Moreover, the goal for this year is to have all students achieve to their highest potential. 
We will be covering four to five chapters each quarter using Chemistry by Holt, Rinehart and Winston.

1.  The Science of Chemistry   

 8. Chemical Equations & Reactions    

15.  Acids and Bases 

2.  Matter and Energy
  

 9. *Stoichiometry   



16.  *Reaction Rates

3.  Atoms and Moles   

                  10. Causes of Change
  
              

18.  Nuclear Chemistry 
4.  The Periodic Table
  

11. States of Matter & Inter. Forces 
                  19.  Carbon & Organic Chemistry
5.  *Ions and Ionic Compounds   
            
12. Gases
   


                  20.  Biological Chemistry
6.  Covalent Compounds 

            
13. Solutions   




7.  The Mole and Chemical Composition           
14. Chemical Equilibrium  




 
· * indicates an approximate completion of each quarter.  

· We will watch one Chemistry related movie in quarter 4.  By signing the syllabus, you are approving the showing of The Day After.  If you do not approve of this, please write a comment expressing your disapproval in the comment section.
=======================================================================================================
Multiple Intelligences
Every student has different strengths and learning techniques.  In this class, we will try to tune into your student’s strongest intelligence and strengthen his/her weaker ones.  The multiple Intelligences are different intelligences we use to learn are AVID based strategies and they include Linguistic, Logic-Mathematical, Spatial, Project based and Cooperative.
=============================================================================================

Classroom Rules and Procedures




           


1.  Respect the instructor, self, others, and property. Be respectful when the teacher talks.  Follow directions. A good attitude goes a long way.

2. Be in your seat when the bell rings. The school’s tardy policy will be applied. The 15/10 rule will be enforced.
Be on time and seated before the bell rings.  
3. Arrive prepared and ready to cooperate with your instructor.  Learning requires active participation on your behalf.  Bring necessary materials:  Book, pen, paper, and Notebook.

4. We will work from Bell to Bell. Do not line up at the door at the end of class. I dismiss you not the bell.
5. Smart/cell phones may be used for academic purposes, such as quizzes and homework. No phones are allowed when I am lecturing and during labs. Be advised, they are extremely enticing to other 
students and might be stolen. Protect your valuables. Additionally, Students need to use these items appropriately and are usually distracted because of them. Please no social media or games. This is the most problematic issue, so please follow the rules. Inappropriate cell phone use may affect your citizenship grade.
6. You are liable for school property.

7. DO NOT DISTURB THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. -  Keep focused on the class content. 
8.   Each student must complete their own lab write-up although many experiments may be performed as a group.
9. No food or drink and no gum.

10. The course moves quickly. Make sure to keep up with your material and study on a daily basis.

============================================================================================
Assertive Discipline- Observe the school’s rules. Discipline will most likely affect your Citizenship grade.
Step 1:  Verbal warning.
Step 2:  Change in seating arrangement, parent notification and/or 30 /60 minute detention.
Step 3:  Administrative referral which will most likely result in Saturday School(.
Make Up work/Absences: All work will be accepted on the Exam date for that Unit/Chapter.

Attendance is crucial to your success in any class.  It is imperative that you are in class everyday, and are ready to work. In the unlikely event of the inevitable occurring, it is your responsibility to find out what you are missing.  Late work will be accepted but you will not receive full credit unless otherwise specified. 10 % off each day your work is late. You are strongly encouraged to attend “Office Hours” if you need to make up work: exams, quizzes, packets and lab alternate assignment.
Class work/homework- if you are absent on the day an assignment is given, check the website and/or Remind.
Exams/Quizzes: Paper or Canvas quizzes and Paper or Canvas Exams
1. Tests are a combination of multiple choice, true/false, matching & essay/written answers.

2. If absent, you will come in during intervention and make up the assignment. Exams may cover 1 or 2 chapters.  
3. District quarter exams will be administered at the end of every quarter.
4. Quizzes are given at the end of each section on most days. You will be allowed retake opportunities. Quiz scores for every chapter will be averaged, and the average grade will be recorded into the gradebook.   They cover what was done in class & the designated practice problems assigned.  
Laboratory work: 

1. There will be an experiment every 1 to 2 weeks.
2. Experiments are done in class on the day assigned; no after-school make-ups. 

3. Experiments are completed as a group usually; one lab report is turned in by each student.
4. Lab reports must include the following, in order, as needed: title, purpose, procedures, data/observation, calculation, question & answer, conclusion, diagram. Graphs and diagrams are to be done in pencil.  (Refer to “Chemistry Lab Report Instructions”)
5. Lab reports must be neat; unorganized/messy work is unacceptable- “Do it nice or do it twice”. We are preparing you for success in college/life.
6. Accuracy and honesty in laboratory work are equally important. 

7. Lab reports are normally due 1 week after an experiment. 

8. If you are absent on the day of a lab, the makeup lab is a 500 word report covering the assigned topic, listing three sources of information (one may be the textbook), and will only be accepted if it is an excused absence.  You must refer to the lab procedure and cover all the concepts used in the lab. You must also answer all conceptual and application questions from the lab.  
9. Projects- There will be a project each quarter (details will be announced).
=======================================================================================================
Grade contracts will include: 
Tests/Final Exam (30%)/Quizzes (10%): Authentic Assessments-40%

Measured by objective tests over content and process areas of the course.  All tests will be announced in advance.  Tests will include multiple choice, true/false, essay, and short answer.  Quizzes will be assigned almost daily.    

Homework/Class work/Group participation -20% 
Homework/Class work is due at the beginning of class in my basket, unless lateness is due to illness or excused absence.  Group participation is measured by teacher observation, student participation and cleanliness of your seating assignment.  Projects will be assigned in class and correspond with the subjects being discussed in class.  Time will be given in class but additional time may be required as homework.  

Laboratory work and Packets/Binders-20%- Binder checks will be reviewed every Chapter/Unit Test.
All students are required to participate in the lab, take notes, and write formal lab report for each lab completed in class. Save all of your packets in a binder, you need to summarize each section into a 3-4 sentence summaries/paragraphs. If you have questions about the section, you can answer them in your summary. When the chapter is due, you will need to compose a chapter summary (5-8 sentences) that is due on the exam date.
Student projects-one project per quarter-10%- Some projects are assigned in cooperative groups while others will be completed independently.  A student will always receive a grade based on the work completed individually, even on group projects.

Specific details will be announced when the project is assigned.
Final Exam-10%- Cumulative assessment of the semester/school year.
=======================================================================================================
Student supplies

1. 3- Ring binder.
2. Scientific calculator.
3. Pen/pencils and on occasion other school supplies.
4. Textbooks as required. I will announce textbook dates.
=======================================================================================================
Participation/Effort/Citizenship
 **Citizenship marks (Outstanding, Satisfactory, Needs improvement) will be based solely on classroom behavior, engagement, and adherence to classroom rules/norms.  “N” marks will not be given unless prior parent contact has been made regarding behavior.
1. Follow safety instructions; wear safety equipment during labs and clean-up lab station.

2. Bring all materials every day (chapter packet, lab book, pen, calculator, etc.)

3All SHS campus rules apply (including no cell phones for non-academic assignments, food or gum in class.  Dress code is strictly followed). 
4. When the dismissal bell rings, everyone must be in their seat with materials put away.  Stay seated and wait until I dismiss you.
5.  Violation of the School’s Academic Honesty Policy.
6. Failure to follow these rules will result in a drop of your citizenship grade.

=======================================================================================================
Intervention/Office Hours:
Attendance is crucial to your success in any class.  It is imperative that you are in class every day and are ready to work.  However, I understand that” Life happens”.  So in the unlikely event of the inevitable occurring, these are the following procedures that will take place: come in and make up assignments.
Grades: Your grade in class will be based on points accumulated by you from the following general areas of work.  Items from each of these areas will have a point value assigned to them and each area will represent a set portion of your grade.  Your final grade will be determined by the percentage of the total points possible you earn in each of the five areas and the percentage that each area represents in your final grade.  Within each area, the following grading scale will apply.
Everything you do in this class counts, whether it be participation or attendance.  The letter grade is determined on a percentage basis.

Tests (30%)/ Quizzes (10%)
40%




100. – 90.0 % = A


Labs/Binders/Packets

20%




89.9 – 80.0 % = B


HW/CW/GP


20%




79.9 – 65.0 % = C


Projects



10%




64.9 – 50.0 % = D


Final Exam


10%




Below 50.0 % = F

=======================================================================================================
ACADEMIC HONESTY/HONOR POLICY

Sharing calculators is not permitted during exams. Formulas, definitions, etc. may not be stored in calculators for use on exams.  Students who copy, cheat or assist others in cheating on any test or assignment, including taking pictures of assignments, will receive a “zero,” be reported to SHS Administration and parents called.  Cell phones are often used to look up answers on quizzes and exams. Please complete your own work. I want to know what you know, not the internet. When taking assessments through Canvas, I will be able to monitor your Canvas History/log. Students are not allowed to leave the assessment once you have started the task. If you do, this will constitute a violation of the Academic Honesty Policy. You have been warned!
=======================================================================================================
My philosophy:

I believe all my students can behave appropriately in my classroom.  I will tolerate no student stopping me from teaching and/or any student from learning.  I will be in close contact with you regarding your child’s progress.  
Grades will be updated weekly and accessed through Q Parent connect. Please, if you have any questions, do not hesitate in contacting me. Communication through email is the best way to communicate with me. 
Mr. Nogales’s Teacher Wish List:
Kleenex, hand sanitizer, nitrile gloves, Clorox disinfecting wipes, glade plug-ins and Windex

============================================================================
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Chemistry Student-Teacher-Parent Agreement
(Please complete this section after carefully reading over the syllabus and return for credit.)

I, _______________________________________, a student in Mr. Nogales's ________ Period Chemistry class have read the expectations and grading policy and understand that I have a responsibility to meet the requirements in this class and to be successful.  I take full responsibility for my success or failure in this class.  I understand that Chemistry is a challenging course and that I might need to devote extra time studying, completing practice problems, I may need to retake quizzes or exams. I also understand that the course will move quickly and that I will keep up with the coursework. I will study and practice Chemistry problems every single day. 
I have signed up for Remind:   Yes ______      No ______
 Parents have signed up for Remind?  
Remind:81010/@shschem19
Student’s name (print) :________________________________________
Period: ____________ Date: _________
Parent’s printed name(s)  ________________________________   _________________________________________

Parent’s email address:_____________________________________________________________________________

Parent’s Cell #:__________________________________________________________________________________      
Comments: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
